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INTEGRATED ARTS & CULTURE WORKSHOP

Participants’ Comments

"I want to thank you again for offering this life changing experience to us

K-12 teachers. It was amazing. I truly valued working with such accomplished

teachers who not only taught us about the art forms of Indonesia but also

were willing to share their personal lives with us Thanks again for

everything you did to make this trip a wonderfully experience for us all."

-JB, teacher, Poulsbo, WA

"I loved my experience and found it very personally enriching. To learn

about another culture by experiencing it through its arts and music is very

unusual and profound. I find I bring the experience up regularly with my

students. They poured over the map of Bali that I bought for 45 minutes,

quitting only because it was time to go home (an unusual attention span for

7 year olds!) We are enjoying the children's books that I brought back and

comparing them to stories in our culture. In addition, it has spurred an

exploration of several other cultures. There are families in my classroom

with ties to Thailand and New Zealand and they are going to be sharing those

cultures with my students also. Most of that would most likely not have

happened had I not been to Bali this summer. I hope that the Center can

continue to provide students with this unique and wonderful experience in

the future." -SM, teacher, Bainbridge Island, WA

"Our faculty were marvelous.  Talented, knowledgeable, and very supportive. 

I had a very good relationship with all of my teachers and found discovering

there approach to teaching an important part of learning about the arts in

Indonesia.  Yes, I probably would have taught some of the concepts with a

different pedagogy, but understanding how they teach their art is just as

much of the education as performing their art. Excursions: I loved these,

including the impromptu run-outs that not only gave us the big picture of

the island, but it placed us in the villages and homes of the people who are

the culture of Bali.  Those intimate contacts with Balinese in their natural

settings were some of the richest experiences for me. I want to thank you

again for the knowledge and organizational skills you brought to this

program.  I had so much confidence in you and your staff. I always felt in a

professional environment, whether it was my driver, my instructor, or Meli

in the kitchen.  Thanks to everyone for allowing me to broaden my

understanding of the wonderful world we live in" ---JB, Professor of Music,

South Carolina

"I thought that the trip was fabulous; a trip to always remember. The

information prior to the trip was extremely helpful. The food was wonderful

and the staff couldn't be beat. I will use so much of what I have learned. I

created a simple power point presentation about the trip that I will show to

the School staff, students and parents. I think that everyone will be

interested in the world music preservation aspect of the trip. At school, I

may try shadow puppets, will share recordings of the Gamelan music and video

clips that I took at the performances. When my school studies that area of

the world I plan to create a student-made museum that teaches the other

students about the side of Bali that tourists miss. I really appreciated

visiting our wonderful teachers' homes and learning about their daily

experiences. It was helpful to ask our drivers questions as we zoomed around

the island too. You just wouldn't get that connection by going to spas and

staying at a resort. I am so thankful for all of your work and preparation!

Your careful planning is greatly appreciated."-LV, teacher, Seattle

"I really enjoyed being able to study not just Balinese music, but Javanese

and Sundanese as well. Learning a little of several styles helps give a

balanced perspective of music in Indonesia and can help make connections

relating the music to the society itself.."  -LG graduate student, San Diego

